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cut off; yet they spoke as well as ever, as St Victor Vitensis, an eye-witness,
assures us. He says Reparatus, a subdeacon, one of this number, was
entertained, when he wrote, in the court of the Emperor Zena, at Con-
stantinople, and was there highly honoured, especially by the empress;
and that, though entirely deprived of his tongue, he spoke gracefully, and
without the least defect or imperfection. ^Eneas of Gaza, a Platonic
philosopher, who was then at Constantinople and wrote in 533, says he
himself had seen them in that city, and had heard them speak distinctly;
and, not being able to believe his own ears, he had examined their mouths
and seen that their tongues were plucked out to the very roots, so that
he wondered they could have survived so cruel a torment. Procopius,
who wrote soon after, says also that he had seen these persons at Con-
stantinople, and had heard them speak freely, without feeling anything of
their punishment; but that two of them, by falling into a grievous sin of
the flesh, lost the use of their speech, which they had till then enjoyed.

The tyrant wreaked his impotent vengeance on many others, especially
on Vandals who had been converted to the Catholic faith, but was not
able to overcome their heroic constancy. The streets of Carthage were
filled with spectacles of his cruelty; and one was there meeting continually
some without hands, others without eyes, nose, or ears, others whose heads
appeared sunk in between their shoulders by having been hung up by the
hands on the tops of houses for sights to the people. Above four hundred
and sixty bishops were brought to Carthage in order to be sent into banish-
ment: of this number eighty-eight died under great hardships at Carthage,
some few made their escape, and the rest were banished. St Eugenius,
after having long encouraged others to the conflict, was himself at length,
on a sudden, carried into exile without being allowed to take leave of his
friends. He found means, however, to write a letter to his flock, which
St Gregory of Tours has preserved. In it he says,f< I with tears beg, exhort,
and conjure you, by the dreadful day of judgment, and the awful light of
the coming of Christ, that you hold fast the Catholic faith. Preserve the
grace of the holy baptism and the unction of the chrism. Let no man
born again of water return to the water.'* This he mentions, because the
Arians in Africa, like the Donatists, rebaptized those that came over to
their sect. St Eugenius protests to his flock that if they remain constant
no distance nor death could separate him from them in spirit; but that
he was innocent of the blood of those that should perish, and that this
his letter would be read before the tribunal of Christ at the last day for the
severer condemnation of such base apostates. <4 If I return to Carthage,"
says he, " I shall see you in this life; if not, I shall meet you in the other.
Pray for us> and fast; fasting and alms have never failed to move God to
mercy. Above all things, remember that we are not to fear those who can
only kffl the body,"